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About CCSA

• Vision: A healthier Canadian society where evidence 

transforms approaches to substance use.

• Mission: To address issues of substance use in Canada by 

providing national leadership and harnessing the power of 

evidence to generate coordinated action.

• Value Proposition: Provide national leadership to address 

substance use in Canada. A trusted counsel, we provide 

guidance to decision makers by harnessing the power of 

research, curating knowledge and bringing together diverse 

perspectives.

• National non-profit organization with a pan-Canadian and 

international role.
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Strategic Core Functions
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Advancing Evidence



• Cannabis and driving

• Mental health

• Cognitive functioning

• Use during adolescence

• Use during pregnancy

• Respiratory and cardiovascular

• Medical use of cannabinoids

• Edibles, extracts and topicals (coming soon)
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Synthesizing the Evidence



• Cannabis 

Communication Guide 

• Drug-impaired Driving 

Toolkit 

• Infographics on health 

effects of cannabis
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Mobilizing Knowledge



Evaluating Regulatory 

Implementation and Impact



Interactive Map of Regulations
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Targeted Impacts

International 
models

Three-year federal 
legislative review

P/T course corrections

Best and promising 
practices



Supporting Collaboration
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& Coordination

Researchers

CIHR / 
CCSA 
Grant 

Projects

Cannabis-
Related KMb

Networks
Policy 

Analysts

Decision 
Makers

Multi-Sectoral 
Stakeholders
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Cannabis Policy Research “Hub”

Funders
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Cannabis Research Database



Into the Future



Priority Research Questions

CCSA External Collaborations

Partnerships

MHCC Health Canada CIHR

Stakeholder Consultations

National Research 
Agenda October 2016

Policy Research Meeting 
December 2018

Public Safety Symposium 
February 2019

Addressing Research Priorities



Priority Research Questions

CCSA External Collaborations

Funding Partnerships

MHCC Health Canada CIHR

Stakeholder Consultations

National Research 
Agenda October 2016

Policy Research Meeting 
December 2018

Public Safety Symposium 
February 2019

Addressing Research Priorities
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CCSA’s Issues of Substance 2019

• CCSA’s Issues of Substance is Canada’s premier 

conference for the substance use and addiction field

• Registration opens March 2019

• #CCSAConference

Evidence and Perspectives, Compassion and Action.
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Questions and Comments

!
?



Contact Information
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Rebecca Jesseman

Director of Policy

Canadian Centre on Substance Use and Addiction

75 Albert Street, Suite 500

Ottawa, ON K1P 5E7 

Canada

Tel.: 613-235-4048 ext. 228

rjesseman@ccsa.ca


